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Sir: 

Appiicant(s) hereby submit(s) an Intbrmation Disclosure Statement for consideration by 



I- UST OF PAT ENTS. PUBi:JC:ATI(?N[S OR 01 -{-jiBR iNFORMATION 

The patents, publications, or otlier information submitted for consideration by the Office 
ai-e listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. 

^F COPIES 

Ef a. Copies of foreign patent documents, non-patent iiteratufe and other information. 

□ b. REFERENCES PREVIOUSLY CITED OR SUJ3MITTED: Copies of any 
information noi provided can be found in one or inorc of tlic following applications whicli has 
been relied upon for an emiier fuing date under 35 U.S.C... § 120: 

filed 
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in C (AC M I \ { I \\ \ 1 ION 01 fill R. I _\ WCI OiHiRlM OR^ 1 U U s \ 

n a \(»\i\()nS}l ) \NGl \Gl DOCMMIMS \ toiicibv vxphnauon o. ihe 

5el(,\dnt,c of oL 'uni-Fngli-jh language patent- publication^ or otiiei uifottraiv n iisled is as 

follows: 

EI b. ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPOiri^ OR FORJ^GN PATENT OITICE 
COMMUNICATION : An English language version of the search report or Foreign Patent Office 
conimmiication that indictrtes the degree of relevance is attached. 

0 c. OTflER; The fol lowing additional information is provided. 

JF 11-158935, US 5,796,936, EP 1 227 007, IP 6-250869 and JP 2002-22107S were 
cited in a previously filed Informadon Disclosure Statement dated March 22, 2006. 

A SiXHM \n \DIR37C i R 1 

The imdersmned herebv states ilmt: 

0 1 ivH of iniom nnn ^ > ir die lUS Utst t d n 

c ■> nn I \K uio 1 ^10 11 a to cign p?tuit oiU^,c m a uOuntcTpan loieign appht, ujop not n^ojv than 30 
da>s prioi lO nc hhng oi this IDS ihit. fetaieraent does not relate to I nghsn language 
toimtt^rparts not h'^led in a communication fioni dK tDjcign patent office Such 1 nglish hmguagc 
coantcjparts aie pio\jdcd to aid tlio F\annncr% c ^n;,idciation ol non i nghsh i ^m^ inst t.ned m 
the conmumkation from the foreign patent office; or 

□ b. Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited in any 
conimimication frcMii a foreiyn patent office hi a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior lo the llHng of this IDS, This staicmcnt docs noi relate tc> KniJish ianguago 
counierpurts noi li-icd in a coniunmicadon !-!\.!n die lorcign patent oftlee. hiwh Lnglish iiiuguagc 
counicrjxirtN arc proMdcd u-" aid the ]-xa!n;ncr\ considerafiou ofnon-RngHsh itenj.s fsnst cited in 
the communication from the tbreign patent office; or 
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□ c. No item of information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person 
signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of IDS was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
IDS. 

□ d. Some of the items of informatioii in the IDS were cited in a coinniunication from 
a foreign patent office. Such items were first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
IDS. This statement does not relate to English language counterparts not listed in a 
communication from the foreign patent office. Such English language counterparts are provided 
to aid the Examiner's consideration of non-English items first cited in the communication from 
the foreign patent office. As to the remaining items of information, to the knowledge of the 
person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, such remaining items were not 
known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the 
filing of this statement. 

V. FEES 

□ a. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing 
of a new patent application or Request for Continued Examination. No fee is required, 

□ b. This Information Disclosure Statemeiit is being filed within three months of the 
filing date of an application. No fee is required. 

□ c. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first Action on the merits. No fee is required. If a first Office Action on the merits has issued, 
please consider this IDS under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and see the statement under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .97(e) above. If no statement has been made, charge our deposit account for the required fee. 
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□ d. This Information Disclosure Statement is being fiied before tlie mailing date of a 
Final Office Action or before the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance (see 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 -97(0X1)). 

□ No statement. The fee as required by 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) is provided, 
or 

□ See the above statement. No fee is required. 

0 e. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date of a 
Final Office Action or after the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance (see 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d)), 
see the statement above. The fee as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is provided. 

VI. PAYMENT OF FEES 

0 The required fee is listed on the attached Fee Transmittal. 

□ No fee is required. 
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If the Examiner has any questions concerning this IDS, please contact the undersigned. If 
it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the USPTO is requested to 
consider this IDS under the proper rule and charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 
02-2448. 

Dated: December 17, 2010 Respectfully submitted, 

' Charles Gorenstein 
Registration No.: 29271 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
8110 Gatehouse Road, Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 
703-205-8000 

Attachment(s): 
0 PTO/SB/08 
IZf Document(s) 

□ Foreign Patent Office Communication 
0 Foreign Search Report 

0 Fee 

□ Other: 
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